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RESORTREPORT

Near the end of a six year, 55 million dollar renovation
all of the Ritz Carlton facility, including the area's largest con-
ference facilities are exquisite and unsurpassed in quality
and functionality.

Open the door to your room and its new décor takes you
from a dark mahogany wood floor that simulates brown
reeds to a wind-swept sandy carpet to the dramatic ocean
view through the floor to ceiling windows.

You will want to spend more time in the elegant marble
bathrooms and lounge around in your plush bathrobe.

Once you come out of your room deciding which way to
exit the lobby can be perplexing?

Does one head out to the sandy beach for relaxation or
towards the sandy white bunkers of the "nearby" golf course
for recreation?

"Nearby" is an understatement. As Johnny Miller would
say on felevision it's a simple "slice" lag putt from the front
door of the Ritz Carlton to the house of the Golf Club of
Amelia Island.

As golfing experiences go, this one is world class, yet unique.

Jacksonville native and PLAYERS champion Mark

McCumber, along golfing great "Gene the Machine" Littler
designed two golfing experiences into one.

Though the fairways are wide throughout the course the
first nine feels tighter with lakes and majestic live oaks defin-
ing fairways and guarding the opening to greens.

The second nine is more open as it meanders out towards
the ocean through marshes.

The brilliance of the McCumber-Litler design literally
peaks and speaks for itself on the strategic par-5 15th hole.

Like classic holes of the Golden Era there are important
decisions to be made- risks to be analyzed and rewards to
be seized.

The inviting experience culminates at a perched green
complex at the closest point fo the ocean on the golf course.

So close in fact you can hear the surf while you are put-
ting. No need to hush the ocean as its rhythmic tones may
improve your putting stroke.

The Golf Club of Amelia Island is a very scenic and
playable course yet with challenging competitive shot val-
ves. When the World Golf Hall of Fame's Slammer &

Squire course was not yet ready to go the Champions
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business from fishing nets to state-of-the-art sports nets.

If you sat in really good seats behind home plate at a Major
League baseball game, it was Billy's nets that protected you.

Have a shrimp cocktail or fish sandwich during your visit to
Amelia Island and it was Billy's nets that captured your seafood
yet by an innovative design safely released any sea turtles.

Feel the wind and sudden temperature drop as Captain
McCarthy swings you out a bit into the Atlantic Ocean to get
an encompassing look at Fort Clinch.

On the way back see the never touched wild horses roam-
ing on the shores of Cumberland Island.

Saddle up and enjoy a horseback ride along pristine shores.

Paddle for pleasure with egrets, herons and perhaps a dol-
phin, manatee or sea turtle while exploring the tranquil salt
marsh of the Talbot Islands State Park and Timucuan Preserve.

On land Fort Clinch comes to life with period re-enactors
depicting military life in the 19th century. Hikers and bicy-
clists can enjoy a six mile trail with remarkable views of some
of the biggest sand dunes in the state of Florida.

Amelia Island is a special destination for families, and those
who visit are sure to create memories that will last a lifetime.

While convenient to reach it remains a hidden piece of

the coastal Northeast Florida treasure map.
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Only fiffeen minutes from Inferstate 95 and thirty minutes
from the Jacksonville International Airport yet less than a é-
hour drive from Miami and Charlotte, 5 hours from Atlanta.

There are many special events to schedule your trip
around including one within view of the Ritz-Carlton on the
fairways of the Golf Club of Amelia Island.

Whether it's the highly acclaimed Shrimp Festival in April
(remember Fernandina Beach is the birthplace of the modern
shrimping industry) or Blues Festival in September or Jazz in
October this is a place you want to come and visit to relax
and to be entertained.

The upcoming Concours d'Elegance car show on March
Oth through the 11th rivals the one in Pebble Beach,
California as the best in the world.

The gala gathering of prestigious cars dates back to 17th
Century French aristocracy parading their horse-drawn car-
riages in the parks of Paris and literally takes place on the
10th and 18th fairways.

From sunrise beach activities to dancing the night away
in the Lobby Lounge, the RitzCarlton and Golf Club of
Amelia Island bring "Putting on the Ritz" back into style.

Enjoy your visit and be sure to say hello to "Jimmy Mc M"

for mel
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