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The words jumped of the souvenir coffee mug in the Alameo gift shop.

“You may all go to hell,” Davy Crockett said. “And I will go to Texas.”

I bought the cup for that line, in which Crockett deftly states his belief that hell and
Texas are mutually exclusive — a worldview no doubt shared by all true Texans, and one to
which we're happy to subscribe ... so far. Even when the summertime heat edges into Hades
territory, the Lone Star State has always treated us well, whether we're hanging at the Byron
Nelson or, in this case, making our maiden visit to San Antonio, just as Crockett did in
February 1836. At least we’ll get out alive. Maybe even more alive.

On that note, a quick history review. Crockett, the famed frontiersman and former
congressman from Tennessee, arrived with a band of Volunteers to help defend the former
mission that figured heavily in Mexico’s — and then Texas’ — battle for independence.
Alongside noted knifesman Jim Bowie and nearly 200 Texans and Tejanos, Crockett battled
General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna’s army for two weeks, finally succumbing early on
March 6 as Mexican troops scampered over the mission walls, captured a cannon and blasted
open the Long Barrack and church walls to secure victory.






