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DUCKING SEA SPRAY
AND CHASING SUNSETS,
WRITER SUSAN KIM
LEARNS HOW TO
CAPTURE THE BEAUTY
OF CALIFORNIA’'S
DRAMATIC COAST

big shots

Raise your hand if this sounds familiar:
You're standing at ocean’s edge, mesmerized
by the sunset’s bronze glow, meringue-like
peaks forming on a succession of waves, and
giant rocky cliffs reflecting off the water.
It’s all so spectacular! You want to
take the scene home with you and
put it in a pretty frame. But how?
Your camera’s pixel count is pathet-
ically low (or worse, you have a
drugstore disposable), and it’s hard to
know what to focus on, when to turn
off the flash, and how to make time

POINT SUR

CAPTURE: sweeping stand still, just for one perfect moment.
ocean views As a coast-loving Californian, 've
EXPERT TIP: The surf

always wanted to learn the ins and outs
of taking beautiful photos, and Big Sur
seemed the best place for a crash course.
This famed 90-mile stretch of land, where
the Santa Lucia Range plunges into the
roiling Pacific, is loaded with eye candy for
photographers—even beginners like me.
To jump-start my new hobby, I check
into the Ventana Inn & Spa and sign up for
its Photo Safari package, which offers a
chance to shoot with award-winning fine-
art nature photographer David Gubernick.
With the digital camera David has provided,
[ follow him and two other guests on our
afternoon safari. As we drive the snaking
coastline, he shares his favorite Big Sur
shooting sites and gives on-the-spot lessons.

crashes on the beach
with gusto, particularly
in the late afternoon
and early evening

just before and after
sunset. For a bonus,
shoot the Point Sur
Lightstation: “The
beacon usually rotates
about every 11 seconds
and adds a wonderful
‘catchlight’ if you time
your shot just right,”
says photographer
David Gubernick.
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